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Whatõs 

Wrong  

With  

This  

Picture?  
Itõs a Fake!  

More on Fakes inside!  

 



  Let me first start of by saying anything 

expressed here is my personal opinion.  

Please do not let anything I say here of-

fend you or make you stop collecting 

something that may make you happy.  

The reason we collect is to bring happi-

ness.  We do this for fun.  Like I have 

said before, there is no right way or 

wrong way to collect.  Some people col-

lect packaged dispensers, some open 

them up.  Some collect paper items, 

some donôt.  Some collect candy, some 

never touch candy.  The same can be 

said of fantasy PEZ and 

reproduction parts.  To 

each their own. 

  Iôm going to talk a little 

about a couple different 

topics and how it can have 

an effect on us.  The first 

thing I will touch on is 

something I will call restor-

ing a PEZ dispenser.  How 

can you restore a PEZ dis-

penser?  You can touch up 

the original paint on a dis-

penser.  You can restore 

the paint on a Full Body 

Santa or the hair paint on 

Bozo dispenser with a little practice.  

You also can remove scratches and 

maybe small melt marks by polishing 

methods.  You can also fix ñfloppy 

headsò by several different methods.  A 

ñfloppy headò is when the head spring is 

broken or weak and the head of the dis-

penser has play in it.  You can also re-

place the inner stem pieces easily with 

the right parts and know how.  I donôt 

think anyone here has a problem with 

any restoration processes that I just de-

scribed above.  Donôt forget, a vintage 

PEZ dispenser was originally meant as 

an inexpensive, disposable childôs toy.  

They have been played with, chewed 

on and even used as they were in-

tended to be used.  Used by kids as 

toys! 

  The next thing I will mention is stem 

swapping.  There are several aspects to 

stem swapping.  Letôs talk about new 

dispensers first.   As a collector, I think 

itôs a great idea to take the new, brown 

Easter Bunny on pink stem and swap 

the pink stem for a brown stem.  When 

you do that it now looks like you have 

your own chocolate Easter Bunny PEZ 

dispenser.   Now, take 

the same dispenser and 

put it on eBay, but what 

happens when the seller 

doesnôt disclose that 

they changed the stem.  

Something like that can 

bring more money on 

eBay because  a buyer 

might think itôs a rare 

dispenser.  In your per-

sonal collection itôs fine, 

selling it on eBay with-

out disclosing the stem 

swap, thatôs not right.  

Some people collect dis-

pensers with different stems colors and 

would pay more money for a rare 

head/stem combo.  Personally, I have a 

few odd ones and they are fun to col-

lect.  If its packaged then you know it 

came that way from PEZ.  Loose, itôs 

hard to know for sure if itôs been 

swapped out without carefully inspect-

ing the head/stem for scratches. 

  How do you feel about stem swap-

ping a vintage non footed dispenser?  

Sometimes people may do it to replace 

damaged outer sleeves on the stems.  

So, they take a vintage dispenser and  

(Conôt on next page) 
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replace it with a stem sleeve with the 

same color and patent.  Thatôs not bad, 

 right?  How about the other numbers 

on the stem?  They do have a meaning.  

Did they match them up too?  That 

makes you question it now, huh?  Ok, 

how about this scenario?  Take a dis-

penser that comes either footed or non-

footed and swap the footed stem for a 

non-footed stem.  We all know non 

footed dispensers sell for more money.  

Iôm sure that has happened before and 

I wouldnôt be surprised if I bought a 

dispenser that someone had done a 

stem swap like that.  Here is one more 

scenario for you to think about.  There 

are stories about Austrian home work-

ers who had bags of heads and stems.  

Who really knows for sure if those old 

dispensers were assembled with the 

proper head/stem combo.  True, we are 

not collecting high grade artwork.  But 

you pay big money for these little PEZ 

items that we collect. 

  Here is another good subject, repro-

duction parts.  A repro part is a part 

that fits onto a product that was not 

made by the original manufacturer.  

That happens all the time with vintage 

cars.  There are parts such as tires and 

batteries that are made to look like the 

original part.  Itôs widely accepted in 

the automotive hobby.  With the PEZ 

hobby there are mixed reviews about 

repro parts helping or hurting the PEZ 

collecting hobby. 

  Here is a good example for you to 

think about.  Letôs say I find a Make a 

Face dispenser for a couple dollars at a 

garage sale.  (that wonôt really happen, 

but itôs an example so you can under-

stand what Iôm talking about)  A real 

Make a Face with all of its pieces sells 

for over $2,000.  You are not going to 

find real parts and if you do they will 

be very expensive.  So letôs say there 

is someone that can make you parts, so 

it displays nice.  He makes those parts 

and you are very happy now you have 

a dispenser in your collection that 

looks like one worth several thousand 

dollars.  Cool huh?  After a couple 

years, for whatever reason you sell 

your collection.  You tell the buyer 

that the parts are repro.  No problem, 

right?  Now that buyer sells it and 

doesnôt tell anyone that the dispenser 

had reproduction parts.  Now that dis-

penser is out there in the marketplace.  

Someday it might be bought by an un-

suspecting person who might pay more 

than what it is really worth.  Donôt for-

get, the value of a dispenser that is 

missing pieces is greatly diminished.  

Itôs very hard to find vintage parts, 

some are impossible to find.   

  For those that do not know, there is 

no one that ñofficiallyò makes repro 

parts.  I have not heard of anyone mak-

ing reproduction parts in at least 5 

years.  Thatôs a good thing!  The parts 

that I have seen were made by people 

in their homes, small scale and by 

primitive means.  When I say primi-

tive, I mean the casting and the process 

they use isnôt very high tech.  The 

parts are made of different material 

than the originals.  They often have 

visible defects.  The repro parts that I 

have seen were PEZ Pal Mustaches, 

PEZ Pal Boy Hats, Fireman Helmet, 

Fireman Helmet Badges, Doctorôs Re-

flector.  Iôm sure there are more but 

those are a few that come to mind.  

One reporter recently asked me how I 

know these fake parts are out there.  I 

told him that I buy ñfake stuffò so I 

can inspect and report to you in the 

newsletter.  At one of our Northeast 

PEZ Conventions we had a seminar by 

a ñFantasy PEZ artistò who spoke in 

detail about mold making.  After  

(Conôt on next page) 
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hearing what they had to say I believe 

someone with the proper tools can 

make almost anything look perfect.  

Look at the fake PEZ that we reported 

on that came out of China a few years 

ago.  I heard PEZ had something to do 

with shutting down that operation.  

Having places to share this informa-

tion is vital to us policing our hobby. 

  Letôs take a look at ñFake PEZò.  

ñFake PEZô?  Is there really such a 

thing?  Fake, Counterfeit, Knock Off.  

Call it what you will, but yes there are 

ñFake PEZò, out there.   This is going 

to be a tough one to explain.  Letôs 

first start off 

with an easy 

example.  

The Compaq 

Penguin 

ñPEZò dis-

penser.  It 

looks and 

works like a 

PEZ dispenser and came packaged 

with PEZ candy.  It was not made by 

PEZ!  When you see and touch one of 

the dispensers it was made out of dif-

ferent plastic.  You do not need to 

have the plastic tested to see it.  So, I 

bet you are wondering how it can be 

done.  Thanks to the Internet and com-

puters, if you have money Iôm sure 

you too can get a ñfakeò PEZ dis-

penser made.  I really find it hard to 

believe but it looks to me that all parts 

of the ñCompaq Penguinò dispenser 

were fake.  I also feel that the 

ñCompaq Penguinò was made with the 

intent to defraud.  Who and why it was 

made I do not know.  I do know itôs a 

ñfake PEZò.   

  Another example many years ago 

there was a person at one of the con-

ventions selling ñfakeò (or ñfantasyò) 

Admiral/Colonial  Judge PEZ Pal dis-

pensers.  The good part is the head was 

made out of heavier plastic so it was 

noticeably not a real PEZ dispenser.  

When you look close at it you can see 

it isnôt real.  I donôt believe it was 

made to deceive.  Just recently I 

bought another ñfakeò dispenser.  This 

one was a cool looking Lion with 

Crown dispenser.  The seller disclosed 

that it was an old fake they purchased 

years ago and the price was lower than 

retail of a real dispenser.  So I bought 

that one too.  Just like the Judge the 

plastic was different and the crown 

could not be moved.  It was a good 

copy that might 

fool a novice 

collector that has 

never felt a real 

one.  I don't 

think those dis-

pensers were 

made with the 

intent to deceive.   

  Now I donôt know if this next exam-

ple would be a good example of ñfake 

PEZò or a fantasy PEZ gone wrong.  I 

guess it depends on how you encounter 

it.  How about a ñfantasy dispenserò 

that is a re-painted or re-stickered dis-

penser that is put back into original 

PEZ packaging.  An example of this 

practice that I had seen is a ball dis-

penser that was repainted and had dif-

ferent logos imprinted on them.  I 

bought a fake ñStarbucks PEZ dis-

penserò (bought it for newsletter re-

search) but I had also seen it offered 

with various car logos on it.  How 

about the rock band, Kiss ñPEZ dis-

pensersò?  They are only Wonder 

Woman dispensers painted to look like 

the Kiss performers.  I saw a set of 

them in the Kiss Coffeehouse here in 

Conôt on page 22) 
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 Myrtle Beach.  They were in repack-

aged in PEZ Bags.  They sure look  

ñrealò when they are placed back into 

PEZ bags.  Well, anything would look 

ñrealò if itôs placed back into original 

packaging.  If you look at the picture 

on the cover I opened up a new PEZ 

dispenser, carefully.  Then I put that 

ñfakeò Lion w/crown in it and resealed 

the bag.  Sorry I will not tell you how, 

don't want to see this idea used.  

Knowing how I did it, I even have a 

hard time 

telling where 

or how I did 

it.    Maybe I 

will bring it 

to the Myrtle 

Beach con-

vention to 

show others.  

Anyway, 

back to 

painted Won-

derwoman/Kiss.  A Kiss collector 

might pay big bucks for a Kiss PEZ 

dispenser.  A Kiss 

collector will have a 

hard time finding 

Kiss PEZ in their col-

lecting circles.  Of 

course they are hard 

to find, they are not 

real PEZ dispensers! 

  There is older PEZ 

dispenser trucks that 

have various different 

logos on them, such 

as Coke, Pepsi, Dr. 

Pepper.  Right 

now there was a 

couple for sale on 

eBay.  The listing says that say they 

were a promo from a 2001 Long 

Beach Auto Show.  I donôt know 

where they came from, how many 

made but they did not come from PEZ.  

Funny thing, just as Iôm writing this, I 

check on eBay with a more general 

search and what do I find?  A new 

ñPEZ Delivery Truck Seriesò.  The 

new style PEZ truck with logos of 

Coke, Pepsi, 7up, RC and Crush sodas 

on the side of the truck.  In the descrip-

tion it says ñNew CUSTOM PEZ 

TRUCK SERIESò.  Then to top it off I 

check to see the other items the seller 

has, they have a ñSuperman Custom 

PEZ Truck (Rare)ò , sure it is rare and 

also a 

ñBatman 

PEZ 

Truck 

(Rare)ò.  

They are 

rare be-

cause they 

are  num-

bered. But 

wait, I 

checked 

the feedback and the seller had sold 

two Superman dispensers, one sold for 

$15.50 and one for 

$20.50.  So, I emailed 

the buyers to make 

sure they knew that 

they bought some-

thing ñcustomò (to 

use the sellers words) 

that was not done by 

PEZ.  There you go, 

perfect example of 

what Iôm talking 

about.  Go figure, just 

when you think its 

safe, another 

ñfakeò pops up.  

By the wording, I 

think the seller is trying to deceive, 

don't you?  No mention in the listing 

on who customized the  

Conôt on next page) 
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